
 The fate of Lebanon’s elections is in the hands of the 

Constitutional Council… and the decision will be made on 

Tuesday 

 

 

Tomorrow, Tuesday, the Lebanese are awaiting the fate of the next parliamentary elections in 

light of the Free Patriotic Movement’s appeal against amendments to the electoral law. 

The Strong Lebanon bloc, led by the Free Patriotic Movement and led by Gebran Bassil, the son-

in-law of the Lebanese president, filed an appeal before the Constitutional Council over the 

amendments approved by the House of Representatives last November, protesting what he 

considered an error in calculating the quorum in the session that approved the amendments. 

The National Movement also objects to what it considers the interference of the legislative 

authority in the work of the executive authority, in addition to preventing voters abroad from 

choosing 6 representatives to represent them according to the continents in which they reside and 

bringing the election date closer. 

And tomorrow, Tuesday, the last deadline for the Constitutional Council to decide on the appeal 

ends. 

Parliament decided to advance the polling date from May 2022 to March 29, in addition to 

equating expatriates with residents by voting for 128 deputies, which the “Free Patriotic” 

considered contradicting the law that had singled them out for six representatives representing all 

sects, and forming a new constituency. Added to the constituencies allocated to residents. 

The Free Patriotic Movement’s deputies questioned calculating the quorum of the legislative 

session, as Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri considered that the absolute majority takes into 

account the number of living deputies only, meaning that the resigned and deceased deputies are 

deducted from the total number (128 deputies), so that the quorum is 59. A deputy (half + 1), 

while the “current”‘s appeal is based on the necessity of relying on the total number of members 

who legally compose the council, that is, the number specified by the election law, which is 128 

deputies. 

In this context, legal expert Paul Morcos pointed out that “the decision of the Constitutional 

Council requires the presence of 8 members, as it requires a quorum of 7 members out of 10, and 

if it fails to take the decision, or the majority of members do not vote, the text is considered 

acceptable, which means that Amendments made by the deputies shall be effective and valid. 



Morcos told Al-Ain Al-Akhbar that if the amendments are decided to be rescinded, partially or 

completely, the Parliament must abide by what the constitution decides, and if necessary, meet 

again to repair the defects in these amendments, and thus pass a new law and return it to the 

President of the Republic, to whom it belongs. He has the right to return this law again to the 

Parliament to reconfirm it, or to take into account the comments that were made.” 

He continued, “Therefore, all parties, whether the Constitutional Council, Parliament or the 

President of the Republic are responsible for prolonging the approval of the envisaged 

amendments, with the consequent possibility of using these amendments as a tool in politics to 

postpone the elections.” 

He believed that the political will remains dominant, with evidence that in the 1996 elections, the 

law was challenged and amended and published on August 14, and the elections took place on 

August 18. The political will dominates everything else, and it uses the law for political 

exploitation of sectarian interests. 

In addition, the head of the Constitutional Council, Judge Tannous Mehleb, confirmed that “we 

(the members of the council) have more time regarding the appeal submitted by the Free 

Patriotic Movement regarding the parliamentary elections,” revealing that “the outcome of the 

appeal will likely appear on Tuesday.” 

He indicated in a television interview, “We do not have many options, either we accept the 

appeal or we reject it, and in the event that the quorum (ie 8 out of 10) is not present in the 

voting, we will issue no decision.” 

In the event that the Constitutional Council reaches “no decision,” the elections will be held on 

the date determined by the government and, in principle, will be in March, and the expatriates 

will then elect the 128 deputies, and the issue of the 6 deputies is suspended for the upcoming 

elections. 

He added, “We are interested in satisfying the largest number of people, but in the first place, we 

are interested in that our decision is in line with the constitution.” 

Meshlab stressed, “I cannot reveal the outcome of the decision now because there is secrecy, and 

we have to wait for the next two days.” 

Parliamentary elections are scheduled to be held next spring, which is an international and 

popular demand on which hopes for change are built, especially in light of the historical crisis 

that Lebanon is going through. 
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